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My favonite kitchen is a spacious, sunshine-filled rectangle in a beautiful ranch house that
a friend’s dad built more than 50 years ago. My friend has since updated the appliances and painted the
walls a dreamy buttercup-yellow, but she hasn’t bothered to replace the aging flooring. Why? Because that
old linoleurn has been worn to the perfect smoothness for spinning around in one’s socks, and that kitchen's
most important function—although rrq,.I friend is the best cook | know—is as an impromptu dance hall.
Inevitably, friends drop by after dinoer, somecns cranks upthe music

sic, 5h085 slarl sailing into corners and

there 15 much swinging, dipping and u‘llr-lprf' e |T|u1n-rne-nl pat kitchens, no matter their size or

EXpENSE are always caaking up aparty’ THE TOUT SRV-TREPIFTRE EXamples TEatiredinthisissus sa sl ang

to the kitchen door—that old-fashioned ingress to the domain of the harried, apron-clad housewife—and
hello to gracious, open-floor plans and multipurpose space planning. A place for staying up late, cooking
with friends, hitting the books or just hanging out, these sizzling kitchens are the new househeld hot spals.
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turn to page J4,




s T R R
sl T h e TR LS

— T e |
& E e el
"'i B ! Semgmans i 1,_...-_] r
ol sl £
i L | ¥ #p
% - ' - g
b ™ 3 Ea. S b
E i L i e ! L
tl!' VAR -y = :'.g‘.-__
g Gt IeEiEr - : o - LB L
b Ler =9 JFee =i L amalii P
5. g R Ay e e
e LBl IR T R . - 1 cam ST Wt ..
a2 | et ¥l N e F B4 T T T 1 =TT e
b il 1 WOl 4 . :..'.f"".,ﬁ-' =
¢ LR T s
-.l-."-:'\-..'l:._.".
o '|.||5.E‘:__ i __L-',
™ r -4
o L
d " RSN R S e T RN N ! - ....Jﬁ_.
= ST " e 3 SOIT 1L e T == T el e i A TE TR iy -
epamESRas [ ZAET 1 I R e A £ 3= | v- LAEERLT)
O -mEE oA LR “""'l"&c;' Fooi orit -
LT ) = e, LT L e 1 Ll e
ru__-. o - I catz aoh O 11 = !
EL SEas T afrfi il o ! ¥ EC 1) wi 1
L L AR B, || T AH 1 ey e ESSETAE ot
- II

Fram the graphic siripe of

the exposed cedar rafiers,
te & triangular window amd
cabingld in playlully irreg-
ular reciamgles, archifeck

Swzamne Tahr Fleming
dalightd is variatiens an
& geametric theme.
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FOR EVERY RELUCTAMT SUBURBAMITE
whio has wraded dreams of downrown chasc lor
2 semi-afbordable biser a lew exits dosn the
freeway, Suzanne Lahr Fleming's fresh and
modern Weest Seattle kichen should sparkle
like o very hlphq.:._'uﬁ ool |'||||,"'\-|_'

“Part oof me wanted a Solo bodt,™ admiis the
archiveet and ex-Manhattanite. Mever minsd
thar the dumpy "6k rambder Zahr purchased
with then bowtriend, wter and editor
Terrence G, Fleming, ine 5002, hasl a cramped
galley kavchen and a most un-loftlike dearth
ol ||_l_[]LI .|I'||_| fAir 'l.llu I_I:I-,|.I||I1l;|_'.,| l.r',.]-" |_||_|1|||1|_'..|
ot the i wabpring, jettisomed a warren of walls
and, lerally, took the bid off, rasing the ceil
ings and installing a ridge skylzghn vo lood the
SEcE W ith swestly dilfused southerm I::_g|'||,

Pained s whate and lvishied '-!-|I|!|.','_-r|-
geous maolern details, such as Hoating walls
amd riblxons of anodized aluminum trim, the
breeey new great room mwecded a Kivclsen thae
wonld anchor all that open space, whibe act
||'|:_\l_ o || |:|||,| |1-. i |.J_| |\'I ween thie |.|I I'|III.:_I\_ el
and the triple-terraced back vard. Maturally,
it hadl 1o be wickedly sheck as well. “l wangxd
the kitchen i ¥ ENHCSS wesell like a hine e
of furnarere” |_"\-\.E“'|.|II'|'. FLahr

FFor a bespoke look at anaffordable price,
Falvr tapped deagn gure MNathan Hartman, of
keri h_'wa-'_.:n_ {ior & suite of msl-century sivied
cabinetry in his srademark plowoosh amd plas
tic lamianate. While the materials may sound
humbble, the resulis are anvehing bast ordi-
mary, Inierlos L;|1g r:-.'l.ll\gl:-un solt [ ibarmy

I III.II\.' arwl ag |1. Mo lIJ.ll:"- [T GURER | 1."\-|.|I.Il\. YT
{hecause real roseeood = mol environmen-
gally sustainable, Aabr chose an L-tl:ﬂl1g1-n-\|
woid look-alike ) ereate an arresting collage
im a color combinatssn that evokes the
b s swanks Ban Pack-era I{':_\I_.lq. v, "The cab-
imsrts are like a priece of art I hey remind mie of
a Moawlrian painting,.” sas Sahr,

bow glass pemdam lghes in stainless amd
white Burnish a cool coumterpoint o the
richlv hoed shelving, while 2 weather-
beanen grocery store sign foursd ae a local
amtiguie shap provides a wongue-in-check
ACwEng Ty '\-E"«.I-\. & thiat o P | ||'\-|1 AR AR
d i the Kivchen’s gallery-like effect tricks
amvone o beleving that Zahr chooses

torm over function, check out the diicency

of the kitchen wriangle formed by the
stowetops, retriperator and sink. It's aset
up that Zahr swears by when preparing
stulied grape leaves, rack of Lamb and
other spicy Lebanese specialiies she loves

Fahr and Fleming gave ther new
kitchen the ulamate chiristening ome
balmy Auvgust maghe with their ooan
Bollywood themed wedding. complete
with bandi-decorared brighe, =salk |,'|-.|-h|||| WS
anl fire dancers. As the festivities disd
down and the pungent aroma of Arabic
colfee filled the air, the party drifved 1o
whiere elsei—the kitchen, =T was
|'u_--|-,-._|:_" savs Sahre. “The kitchien fell
back and became an extension of the
wedding venue,” #

H: TEAM

DESIGN Suzanne Zahr Fleming, ZD5 Architects, Inc.,
1£3 Boylston fve. E, Suite C; 204,937 6937,
rdsarchilecls com

BUILD Tom MeGearge, MoGearge Construction,

A% W Etwria 51.; 206 261.4810

CABINETS Mathan Hartrman, Kerf Design, 3435-4
-_hl.'l"'l-J:."-w Ave W, AU6.¥54 861 kerfdesign.com
COST 30,000

EITCHEMW COMVENIENCE A 7-foal by T-foal drasies
fronl perfectly sixed lor spices proves that it's still
hip o be squars

EARTH FRIENDLY ELEMEMT Jahr and | lesring ged
gredn stars lor caring aboaud the enironment. ALl af their
major appliances ane Energy Sar-approved, meaning

that they meet strect energy elficency guidelines sot
by the EPA and the US Department of Enengy.

Puge 31 and balsw right:
Charming relre defails,
such as this taflored sink-
frond vemi, characlerize the
cuslam cabinslry of Kerf
Dasign. Balsw laft The
ughbest cublst effect of Kerd
Design's custom cabimebry.
Forest Stewardshis Coumeil-
cerlilied madrans
hardwooadd in a high-
chargcier grade fram Green
Hountain creaie a natural
Tl bbereem the apen
kilzham sad the diging roam,
wihile "Cube” lighie, frem
Tach, bring cocktad-haur
glamawr ta the bar counter.
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